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destroying Consequences of our present Taxes; for it will
not raise the Value of any one Commodity, but rather, by
checking Luxury, the Bane of Virtue and Industry, we shall
become a rich and flourishing People/* *

An enthusiastic advocate of this scheme for a single tax is
to be found in Josiah Tucker, who outlined the plan in an
appendix to one of his important works.2 Tucker's chief
reason for the proposal is contained in his general principle
that "it is just and reasonable each Person should pay in
proportion to what he Uses of any Commodity: Now the
most probable Grounds we can go upon (for the affair will
not admit of Certainty and Demonstration) is, That Persons
in general live in Proportion to the Figure they make/'3
Hence to tax a man according to his expenditures for luxu-
ries constitutes the most equitable method of taxation. An-
other advocate of the scheme was Nickolls,4 whose reasons
for opposition to the general excise have already been
mentioned.5 After giving an interesting statement of his
general philosophy of taxation,6 he concludes that "a free
tax bearing solely upon the different articles of luxury, and
consumption (those of absolute necessity excepted) seems
the properest to fulfill these intentions." He approves the

1 An Essay, etc., p. 52.

2 A Brief Essay  on the Advantages  and Disadvantages -which respectively
attend France and Great Britain with Regard to Trade.     The  appendix  is
entitled An Appendix containing a Plan for raising one only   Tax on the
Consumers of Luxuries.    [By Josiah Tucker.]    London, 2d ed., 1750.    See esp.
pp. 123-135 and 145-166.

8 Ibid., p. 153.

* Remarks on the Advantages and Disadvantages of France and Great Britain,
etc. [By Sir John Nickolls,] London, 1754.

5 Above, p. 29, where the exact title is given.

6  " The consideration of the different taxes which constitute the Revenue of the
State, and of the inconveniences of each, naturally leads a Patriot to the desire of
finding the means of taxing all the articles which could, and ought to be made
contribute, in the justest, easiest, equalest manner, to the Public charge; that is
to say, of taxing every subject in proportion to the advantage he draws from
Society: insomuch, that with respect to him who has no property, so far from
depriving him of the hopes of acquiring any, the influence of the taxes should be
no more than a gentle spur to his industry, and that it should fall reasonably, and